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the universal motor, and the father of life : that which he first
engendered, is the fire here below (agni) born of his rays, and
his second eternal co-operator is air put in motion, which is
also called wind, or spirit (vayu)."*

The worship of the sun still exists among all the negro
tribes which inhabit the interior of Africa; it may even be
said that it is the only religion of the African tribes, and this
religion has existed among them in all times.

The ancient inhabitants of the new world had no other
worship than that of the sun. This fact is established by the
historical archives of the Indian races which we possess; such
as the Aztecs or ancient inhabitants of Mexico, and the Incas
or ancient Peruvians. Manco Capac, who subjugated Peru,
and imposed his own laws upon the country, passed for the
son of the sun.

Did not all these primitive people, whose customs extend
back to the origin of humanity, when they rendered religious
homage to the sun, obey a mysterious intuition, a secret voice
of nature ? However that may be, it is very remarkable that
the religious conceptions of the most ancient people should be
in such complete harmony with the most recent and most
authoritative duductions of modern science.

* " Revue des Deux Monde*," 15th April, 186a

